The Ancient Worlds of Asia
The ''Lions' Throne", the cosmo-mystical centre of the Empire, was, of course, decorated as befitted its importance. It carried representations of Indra, the principal god of Hindu mythology, the other thirty-two official deities, the four guardians of the world and a peacock and a hare, the symbols respectively of the sun and the moon. Royal power and dignity were linked in Burmese eyes' with the actual possession of the throne and the palace. The king, seated on Indra's holy chair, in the microcosm of the Burmese Empire, was the Indra of this small universe and its legitimate ruler.
Since very ancient times seven-stage towers like the Pyatthad tower over the Lions' Throne in Mandalay have been identified with the mountain of Meru. This would seem to be confirmed by the name of Meru which is given in Bali to a certain kind of wooden temple with staged towers. These are held to be the seats of deities who thus reside, as it were, on the summit of Meru, as they do in the Suddharcana, the city of the gods.
The buildings mentioned so far show how frequently the mountain of Meru was represented in the form of towers of various shapes built either of stone or wood. A well-known archaeologist who has studied the problem reached the conclusion that the mountain-temple is the basis of all major Indo-Chinese architecture, so much so that it is doubtful if there is any important building where it is not found. It almost certainly appeared first in India, in the Hindu civilisation, and spread through the Brahman and the Buddhist countries of the Far East. All Hindu religious buildings in India have towers; whether these represent Siva on the top of the Himalayas or on Meru, the symbol is the same.
The oldest form of Indian building, however, is the stupa. It was originally a kind of mausoleum but, like the bell-tower on Catholic churches, it attained a diversity of shape and decoration which had little to do with its original function. In its simplest form it consisted of a circular tower a few yards high supporting a huge flat-topped hemispherical dome topped by a symbolical stone umbrella with a stone balustrade around it. The top of the tower was reached by an external staircase and it was possible to walk round it along a terrace protected by
166ased, with a brush in their right hands
